Meet Our Board of Directors
Our board brings together leaders from education, youth development, ministry and talent recruitment, united by a shared commitment to students, families and communities across Los Angeles.
Cecilia Sandoval, Board President
Cecilia Sandoval is an educational leader with more than 15 years of experience in school administration, student affairs and restorative practices. She serves as Assistant Principal at Aspire Centennial Charter Preparatory Academy, where she leads instructional improvement, teacher development and long-term strategic planning, including charter renewal.
Before joining Aspire, Cecilia spent eight years at Bright Star Secondary Charter Academy, rising from Dean of Student Affairs to Assistant Principal of Student Affairs and overseeing counseling, student support and community partnerships. She is also a trainer and facilitator with the Los Angeles Institute of Restorative Practices, helping schools and organizations build positive, accountable communities.
Cecilia holds a Master of Arts in Social Science from California State University, Dominguez Hills, and a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies from California State University, Northridge. She is certified in restorative practices, is fluent in Spanish, and serves on the Advisory Board Council at Loyola Marymount University.
Austin Dragon, Board Member
Austin Dragon is a senior talent acquisition professional with more than 15 years of experience in full-cycle recruiting, executive search and high-volume hiring. His work spans healthcare, technology, finance and life sciences, with clients ranging from Fortune 100 companies to mission-driven nonprofits.
Austin is a Recruiting Manager with DCS Recruiting Group and has partnered with organizations including Keck Medicine of USC, City National Bank, UnitedHealth Group and Korn Ferry. Earlier, he led a western regional recruiting team at Molina Healthcare covering 16 states. He is known for building strong talent pipelines and helping leadership teams align hiring with their mission.
Austin studied language arts and business, including at the Sorbonne in Paris, and trained at the U.S. Army Intelligence Center and School. Beyond this board, he has served on the boards of South Los Angeles charter schools and Strive LA, an after-school program for inner-city youth.
The Reverend James J. Lobdell, Board Member
The Reverend James Lobdell has devoted more than four decades to ministry, education and community service in Inglewood and greater Los Angeles. He served as Pastor of Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Inglewood for nearly 40 years, and as Chief Executive Officer of the Holy Trinity Child Care Center, and is now Pastor Emeritus.
Pastor Lobdell taught for more than 20 years as an adjunct instructor at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley. He co-founded New City Parish, a Los Angeles community organization, and has served on the Los Angeles County Advisory Committee for the Cultural Trauma and Mental Health Resiliency Project. He was also a fellow and lecturer in UCLA School of Law's Interdisciplinary Training in Child Abuse and Neglect program.
He holds a Master of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary in New York and a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics from Gustavus Adolphus College in Minnesota. He has served on the Governing Board of TEACH Public Schools since 2018.
Marc Maye, Secretary
Marc Maye is a nonprofit executive and former educator with more than a decade of experience in youth development and community engagement. Since 2017, he has served as Executive Director of Project Blue in Compton, which works to build safer communities by strengthening relationships between law enforcement, schools and residents.
In 2010, Marc co-founded the 4wrdProgress Youth Foundation, which teaches life skills such as teamwork, discipline and leadership through sports. Before moving into nonprofit leadership, he spent more than ten years teaching kinesiology and physical education in Los Angeles schools, mentoring students in underserved communities.
Marc holds a Master of Arts in Education and California teaching credentials from Mount St. Mary's College, and a Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology from California State University, Dominguez Hills. He remains active as a coach, youth mentor and speaker on youth empowerment, equity and community safety.
